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Finney’s Tavern & H.H. Finney’s

Captain Nathan Finney operated his first tavern on
the old turnpike up a hill by a railroad right of way in
Cuttingsville in 1792. In 1806, the course of the
turnpike was changed to what is now Route 103. When
Captain Finney died in the 1813 epidemic, records
showed he purchased what was to become the second
tavern on the new turnpike. Route 103.

Mrs. Lydia Meech, daughter of Captain Nathan
Finney wrote the following in the Fermont Historical
Gazeueer: “1 was married at this time and lived in
Glens Falls, N.Y. Father died of the epidemic March
29, 1813. It was the time of the breaking up of the ice.
We went, my husband and I, in a gig, and men came
out at Castleton to help us ford the stream. When we
arrived it was a terrible time in Shrewsbury; many
heads of families had died, all of the town was in
sorrow. How we sat down and talked about it and
wept: the frightful disease smote not only in Vermont
but in New York State also. The heads of a family just
below us at Glens Falls both died of it. Dr. Holton,
who had married my sister, lor six weeks slept only in
his armchair. He kept several horses and always one
hamessed. He at length took it. His wife wanted to
send to Wallingford for Dr. Fox. *No." said he. ‘| know
all about the disease; it will do no good.” She sent for

Dr. Porter of Rutland, but he lived but a day and a half
after he was taken.”

After Captain Finney died, his sons Alvin and Levi
took over the operation. Alvin died in 1821 and Levi
carried on alone. Under Levi's proprictorship the tavern
was in its hevday. When herds of livestock were being
driven to Boston markets, the drovers stayed at the
tavern and the ncarby fields were crowded with their
animals.

This second tavern was probably much larger than
the present house is now (which is located on Route 103
traveling north past the bridge by Spring Lake Road, the
first residence on the right, former home of Don Kelley
and Shirley Kelley, once Postmaster of Cuttingsville).
Besides the tavern that had a sign featuring a compass
and a square. there was a livery stable with a capacity
for 100 horses, a blacksmith shop and a store which
opened in 1817,

Mr. L. Dawley. aresident of Cuttingsville, wrote the
lollowing which appeared in the Fermomt Tribune,
“There is probably no place in town where so much
convivial enjoyment has been indulged in as at what
was known as the old Finney Tavern. We remember
over half a century ago the sign with the square and
compass and other emblematical designs glittering in

( Continued on Page Six)



Jlresident’s Note

As another year has ended for the SHS, I look
back upon the things that have been accomplished
during 2008. Everything is done because somconce
cares about our organization.

I would like to thank the Muscum Committee for
an excellent job of organizing the storeroom and
archivally packing nine vintage quilts. The Fund
Raising Committee has prepared the Memories 2009
calendar, which arc almost sold out. The House
Committee had the roof shingles repaired during the
summer and plans are underway to repair the front
steps with red cedar wood this spring. A ceiling leak in
the museum will also be repainted.

At our September meeting, Nancy Bell gave an
interesting presentation on bears. This event was well
attended by members and guests. The program was
videotaped by Con Winkler and is available at the
muscum.

As my term as president is about to end. I wish to
thank everyone for all that they do for the SHS. It takes
a team of many to carry out the responsibilities of an
organization. | have had great support from my fellow
officers and all committee members. Without you all,
my job would have been hard and tedious. Your duties
have not gone unnoticed.

Thank you.

Marguerite Ponton
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HURRICANE of 1938

It has been seventy years since the devastating storm
of September 21, 1938. Just prior to the storm, New
England’s streams had banks full to flood stage due to
four days of steady rain.

The photo shows the village of Cuttingsville the
day after the storm. Looking north from the iron bridge
that once stood fording Mill River, on the left is a
general store believed to have been owned by Etta
Ridlon, and on the right, the John C. Stewart Ford
Agency. Parts of Route 103 were destroyed.

Photo courtesy Sadie Ridion Hamilton.

SHREWSBURY CHARTER

On September 4, 1761, Governor Benning
Wentworth of New Hampshire, under George llI,
granted the 24,000 acre tract of Shrewsbury to Samuel
Ashley and 63 associates, The origin of Shrewsbury’s
name is unknown. However, since Wentworth had a
wide circle of friends in England, many of his grants
were named for them,

In Memoriam

Amne G. Haley, our Town Clerk and a dear friend
ol the Historical Society, passed away suddenly on
Monday. July 14. 2008. Anne was an Assistant Town
Clerk from 1988 and in 1999 until July of 2008.
became our Town Clerk. Anne’s help, energy, time and
effort over these many years will never be forgotien.

Joanne S, Smith passed away on Tuesday.
September 9, 2008, The Historical Society is indebted
to Joanne for her many donations of artifacts, historical
data and photographs through the years.



19" Century Artist
John George Brown’s
Stay at Union House

Although lew people outside of collectors and art
historians know his name today, John George Brown
was one of the most popular American artists of the
late 19" century. His carlier paintings of the 1860's
portrayed children of the city and country. Later, he
enjoyed portraying country scenes showing older
people as evidenced by the three shown in the
Shrewsbury Historical Society museum.

Born in England in 1831, the artist moved to the
United States in 1853, By the time he died in 1913, he
must have painted about 1000 pictures,

In the years 1899-1900, the celebrated painter of
genre scenes in America came to Cuttingsville in the
summer to paint several scenes of rural Vermont life.

Brown would stay at the Union House (now site of
John C. Stewart Ford Agency) and then set the scene
for some of his paintings in a barn across the way. Ie
used folks who lived in the area, among them, Peter
Lovejoy, John Smalley and Mrs. Boutwell

The Quilter

Brown’s print of Mrs. Boutwell shows her at her
quilting frame. A widow, she made and sold quilts to
the guests who came to Cuttingsville on the train and
stayed at the Union House, Mrs, Boutwell lived above
the horse sheds which formerly extended east from the
Brick Store (currently Al Ridlon, Builder's office) in
Cuttingsville. The print was given to the SHS by Mrs.
Helen Foster Cook. whose father once owned the Brick
Store. Mr. Brown gave this print to Mr. Foster.

Nancy Bell Talks on Bears

On September 2™, Shrewsbury's own Nancy Bell
presented a program attended by members and friends.
Nancy has spent over 25 years for the conservation of
wildlife habitat, particularly the protection of the black
bear. As Vermont Director of the Conservation Fund,
and Field Dircctor since 1995, she has built unique
partnerships with communities, businesses. non-profit
organizations, state and federal agencies to conserve
almost a hall million acres of land in four states.

Nancy just completed the Green Mountain Bear
Corridor with multiple partners, a 14 year, 21,000 acre,
28 parcel project that links the northern and southern
unit of the Green Mountain National Forest

With a bearskin stretched on a long table as a
background, Nancy showed many beautiful slides of
bear habitat with interesting narration

Cornered

Brown painted Cornered “from life” in a bam
opposite the Union House. Peter Lovejoy and John
Smalley were both former wood choppers. Brown said
that Lovejoy wore that “sweet and confident smile
characteristic of all winners™ and that Smalley was a
“great character . . . a pensioner of the civil war™ and
“one of the happiest men | ever saw™. Brown had such
confidence in the country people that he left Cornered
in the barn until it was completely finished, at which
time he let all the villagers see it so they would know
that “they are not being carricatured [sic] so they feel
proud of being painted by an artist who makes them
look just as they are.” The third person in the painting
is unknown,
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Page Three






