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George Wellington Foster’s

Civil War Letters to Home

On  August 27, 1862, 22-year-old George
Wellington Foster volunteered for nine months in the
14™ Vermont Infantry, Company B, raised as a result
of President Abraham Lincoln's call on August 4,
1862, for additional troops due to the disastrous results
of the Peninsula Campaign.

Foster, a resident of Cuttingsvillc, and future store
owner of “G. W. Foster”, the Brick Store in the
village, was just married lo Leona Adams on August

5", 1862. He mustered on October 21, 1862 and was
mucu,rul out on July 30, 1863. Battles fought: Fairfax
Courthouse, Va., Repulse of Stuart’s Raid Dec. 28,
1862 and Gettysburg, Pa., July 1, 2, 3, 1863.
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George W. Foster
The following are excerpts taken from Foster's
letters:
Undated, taken from letter to his bride Leona,
Foster explained how important it is for soldiers to be

remembered by their community at home . . . for there
is no place on earth thought of and talked about so
much as home by the soldiers. [ think we have plenty
of duty to do and earn our wages. There is not a day
but what we have plenty to do and not always the
casiest work cither. I say we. | speak in behalf of the
boys — for | being drummer don’t have to be exposed

to so much cold and chilly night air as others. When
there is any cleaning of our quarters or policing streets
I'help do it for it doesn’t hurt me to walk. | take long
walks every day. [t is much better than lying still,”

“Woolf Run Shoals, Va., April 1, 1863: March is
gone and went out like a lion and April has come in
just the same. It snowed all day yesterday and today.

“General Hooker sent word to have us fortify line
strongly and the boys have been digging this week for
the Battery and Rifle pitts. The boys on picket chased
12 Rebel cavalry the other night and drove them
towards Bull Run, when out came our cavalry and took
seven of them prisoners.

*Orin Cook is on his way home and will get there
before this does. Nick Dawson has got his and will
start for home Monday . . . Will Pratt hasn’t done any
duty yet, He is having jaundice now, tho not bad . . . Ed
Gee has got a Rebel sword that he got at the Court
House, the issue they took Stoughton. He found it in

(Continued on Page Five)



Hresident’s Note

The year 2009 was a busy one for the Society. The
muscum’s front steps and porch were removed and
replaced with beautiful woodwork. This fall plans are
made to raise the leaning bell tower which will require
the replacement of the foundation.

In the vestibule a mannequin dressed in the work
clothes of the former Shrewsbury farmer and
woodsman Ted Hinckley greeted our visitors.

Inside, the acquisition table boasted the handmade
miniature Cuttingsville train station crafted by member
Tom Tomlinson, articles about Shrewsbury in WW 11,
a handmade quilt by Life Member Lucille Fiske, and
more.

This summer several members joined to greet
members of the Crown Point Road Association as they
hiked the end to end walk on the road, at the
Smith/Sharrow family’s Pine Valley Farm, former site
of Lemuel White's tavern, first settler of Shrewsbury.
The walk was in celebration of the 250™ year of the
Crown Point Road.

Many thanks to all who participate in the success
of our Society. We are proud of our museum and work
together for the continuation and preservation of the
Society and museum. Thank you for your loyalty to the
Shrewsbury Historical Society.
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Crown Point Road Walk

In celebration of the 250™ year of the Crown Point
Road, the Crown Point Road Association members hiked
the end-to-end walk on the road from Crown Point, N.Y.
to Fort #4, Charlestown, N.H,

The road was used during the French and Indian and
Revolutionary wars and travels through our town.

777 LEMUEL WHITE 1780 NEHETTHAR STTUTH

When the walkers reached Shrewsbury, they took a
respite on the lawn of the Smith/Sharrow Pine Valley
Farm, where Shrewsbury’s first settler, Lemuel White,
crected a tavern on Lot #1.

Life members of the Society, Barry and Barbara
Griffith, who are also members of the Crown Point
Road Assoc., together with the rest of their group, were
met by six members of the Historical Socicty. Also
joining the group for their respite was Chris Fitch, a re-
enactor, wearing a full Colonial costume.

In Memoriam

Sally Adams, former member, passed away on
January 23, 2009, after her courageous battle with
illness. Sally was a loyal baker and helped the Society
with her goodies at our annual bake sales. Sally had an
infectious smile and is greatly missed.

Marie Tomlinson, former member, passed away on
February 14,2009, Marie donated the special bric-a-brac
comer table that stands in the museum.

Hildegarde P. Wise, former member and long time
summer visitor, who lived in Philadelphia, passed away
on April 30, 2009.

Jim Pollock, former member, gentle soul and
husband of Rene, passed away on July 30, 2009. Jim and
Rene enjoyed the Society’s plant and bake sale in May.

George Wallace Foster Coak, age 90, former resident
of Shrewsbury, passed away on Sept. 26, 2009. Mr. Cook
was one of three great-grandsons of George Wellington
Foster, Civil War veteran, featured on page one.



Ted Hinckley Exhibit

Mannequin and exhibit crafted by member Grace
Brigham. Clothing donated by Ann Vanneman for the
Samily of Ted Hinckley.

Standing in the museum vestibule this summer was
amannequin dressed in former Shrewsbury farmer Ted
Hinckley's work clothes. Mr. Hinckley, who passed
away in 1992, was a teacher of math and science for
30 years, and briefly principal of the Salisbury School.
He married and had two children, Ted Hinckley Jr. and
a daughter, Vivian.

After his parents died, the Hinckley family retired
to his family's farm in Shrewsbury, where he was a
staunch worker on 140 acres of land. He cut pulp by
hand and was said to be one of the very best woodsmen
in town,

Mr. Hinckley's clothes pay tribute to his frugality.
The mannequin shown is dressed in trousers that are so
stained with pitch from pine and balsam that they
actually look and feel like leather, and the jacket
shows patches on top of patches.

Shrewsbury Population

The first town meeting was held on March 20,
1781 at Lemuel White’s, and White was the town’s
first moderator. Population records given for 1790
showed 383. In 1830, the figure rose (o a high peak of
1,289.

In the year 2003, population figure was 1,105, And
as of October, 2009, there are approximately 1,099,

Remember when?

1959 Employees of J.C. Stewart & Son
After the SHS interviewed member Steve Martyn of
Cuttingsville in 2005, he put together a list of employees
who were working with him at John C. Stewart & Son
Inc. during the summer of 1959, He remembered the

titles given each person, as follows:

Clayton Stewart, Sr., Owner; C . Stewart, Jr,, Sales
& Service; Paul Whalen, Sales; John Stewart, Accounting
& Payroll; Leola Martin, Cashier & Bookkeeping; Lloyd
Stapleton and Carl Pratt, Auto Mechanies; Ken White,
Motor Rebuilding; Wayne Jones and Warren Treadwell,
Auto Body,

Also, Gordon Pierce, Service Staton Manager; Bud
Riley, Service Station; S. P. Martyn, Jr., Service Station &
General Labor; Fred Czizimesia, was also salesman for
Gravely Garden Tractors.

Farm Division: Bernard J. Stewart, Manager; John
Batber, Carroll Lincoln and Earl Martin, Service
Mechanics. John Barber was also the Service Mechanic
for television and home appliances and Earl Martin was
in charge of service and maintenance for the Shrewsbury
Telephone Company, of which Clayton J. Stewart, Sr.
was the General Manager.

Cuttingsville Train Derailment

Thirty years ago, about 5 pm on Friday, Sept. 21,
1979, three runaway freight train cars, traveling about
60 mph were heading towards Rutland from Mt. Holly.

A courageous chase ensued when 23-year-old
Green Mt. Railroad conductor Dean Davidson hailed
a car and chased the train beating it by a mere 30
seconds at the Cuttingsville crossing. He pulled a rail
switch and diverted the two empty cars and a caboose
onto a side track and down an embankment which
knocked out electricity and telephone service for a day.

The caboose started a minor fire and the Fire Dept.
handled it. Luckily no one was injured.
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