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There’s a Tavern in the Town

Shortly after the Town of Shrewsbury was
established, almost any house providing food, drink or
lodging that was located near a well traveled road could
have become a tavern. Beginning in 1779 state law
required the town fathers to submit a list of prospective
licensees capable of running a respectable establishment
to the county court. By 1798 each owner was required to
have a sign with his name on it in front of his tavern. The
tavern keeper also had to provide a good shed for
sheltering horses and a watering trough.

Gambling materials such as cards, dice, bowls,
shuffleboards, or billiards were strictly forbidden on the
premises. A “Tavern Haunter” might have his name
posted on the door to prevent the keeper from serving
him strong drink.

A licensed tavern keeper could legally sell less than
a quart of wine, beer, ale, cider or rum either publicly or
privately. In 1780 the penalty for breaking this law was
ten to fifteen whip lashes on the naked body.

Lemuel White, Shrewsbury’s earliest settler, was the
first innkeeper in town. White’s house was located
where the Sharrow family’s farmhouse is now, which
was nearby the Crown Point Road. In 1776, a reference
to this tavern was written, “Saturday, Nov. 23, 1776; We
marched to Claritton (Clarendon) and ther (sic) went to
dinner, after dinner we went to Shrewsbury and there the
company lodged in the woods and it proved to be a very
rainy night all night. Sunday, Nov. 24, 1776: I tarried all
day at Shrewsbury while others chose to travel in the
rain. (White that keeps the tavern hath but poor
entertainment both for man and horse).”

Whether White was still operating the tavern when
he died in 1812 is uncertain. Nearly all of the local
tavern keepers died in the epidemic that year probably
caught from travelers. Besides White, Nathan Finney and
Phinehas Page were also casualties.

Nathan Finney opened his first tavern in 1792,
located near Route 103 in Cuttingsville. Lydia Finney

Meech, who was born in 1786. Gave this account of her
father in the Vermont Historical Gazetteer: “Father was
a large, fine looking man, quite tall, with sharp, black
eyes. He built the first framed house in town, or certainly
the first in our part of the town. I was a little girl when
we moved from the log house into it. It was a handsome
house for the times, and painted, I think, before we
moved in. It was painted red. He afterwards built on
additions and opened a public house, being constantly
pressed to give entertainment to travelers. So many used
to drop in and ask to stay overnight, he and Mr.
Robinson who lived above us both concluded to put up
their sign. Father got prosperous right off.”

Phinehas Page kept a tavern at the Center by 1800. In
1808 Page sold an acre of land to Stephen Gleason, on
which Gleason built his house (W. H. Smith’s). Gleason
obtained a license in 1817. His 1835-1837 account book
lists his customers and indicates that rum was the
popular drink of the day.
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Stephen Gleason’s Tavern, Shrewsbury Center

Ichabod Robinson’s Tavern was located on Shunpike
and his son Calvin continued to operate the tavern. It
probably was discontinued about 1806 when business
dwindled due to the Turnpike’s relocation.

(Continued on Page Six )



Hresident’s Note

It’s been a pleasure serving as co-president with
David Rice this year. Shrewsbury can be proud of its
carefully managed and maintained Society. The museum
is one of our town’s treasures. ’'m wishing that more
Shrewsberries will become acquainted with its artifacts
and activities. It’s a precious resource and an interesting
place to explore for young and old.

A “Shrewsbury Passport” is being created with input
from the SHS, Conservation Commission and Outing
Club to encourage us to know more about our town: it’s
history, land forms and opportunities for recreation and
creativity. Stay tuned!

Grace Brigham, Co-President

Appreciative Note

In response to our one-time donation request for
2012, Mary Ann (Pratt) Snyder of Largo, Florida wrote: “I
think you all are doing a great job. Also I visited the town
library this summer and was amazed at the transformation
from the school I once attended.”

ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Historical Society will be
held on Tuesday, May 7, 2013, 7 pm at the museum.
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Comments from Visitors

Notations from Comment Book in vestibule of
museum for the year 2012:

“The memories flow - I attended church here -
Christmas pageants as a child, photos, names and
collectible items remind me of my childhood here in
Cuttingsville!” /s/Carole Cook Hass

Chris Clark came by and shared short video of the
2011 flood by her house on Rt. 103, foot of Spring Lake
Road, with her picnic table (prudently roped to a stout
tree) bobbing in the raging water. The river broke into her
cellar and gave her appliances a whirlpool bath.

“So wonderful to be home! I’ll be back!” /s/Sue Sharp

“So happy/here at the right time, fun!” /s/Terence J.
Morris

Visitors came from areas of VT; Glens Falls and
Saratoga Springs, NY; MA, RI, Wisconsin & Germany

In Memoriam

Danny Korngiebel, age 84, passed away on Dec. 7,
2011. Danny was a Selectman for the Town in 1971, was
a state representative and served with the Volunteer Fire
Dept. of Shrewsbury. A former member, along with wife
Emily, he is remembered for his knowledge of farm tools
and was so helpful to the Society in naming them.

Claire Bailey Hooper, former Life Member, passed
away on May 23, 2012 at her residence in Virginia. Claire
spent her summers at the family homestead on Bailey
Road. While here she attended meetings of the Society
and donated some of her artifacts. She always had a lovely
smile for everyone.

Tom Tomlinson, former member with his wife Marie,
passed away on August 22, 2012. Tom was 92 and still
active with his love for railroads. His handmade miniature
Cuttingsville railroad station is shown in the Museum.

Polly Ridlon Wilson, former Life Member, passed
away on Oct. 18, 2012 at age 89. She was Edgar Ridlon’s
first cousin. Polly would visit the museum in the summer
and enjoyed watching it grow through the years.

Don Butler, former member and Past President, passed
away on Nov. 16, 2012 at age 87. Don and his wife Lois
owned and operated the Shrewsbury Inn for years in the
village of Cuttingsville. He was a champion for the SHS
and served as President in 1986, Vice President in 1991,
1992 and 1993, and a Trustee for many years. He had that
expertise and je ne sais quoi at handling meetings and
programs which was very much appreciated.






